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Sutton Bonington Parish Council  
 

 
Minutes of Sutton Bonington Parish Council meeting held on  

Tuesday 4th February 2020 at 7.00 PM at the Village Hall 
 
 

Present:  
Cllr Raven, Cllr Collings, Cllr Harrod, Cllr Wright, Cllr Burgess, Cllr Scrivin, Cllr Bembridge, Cllr Betts, Cllr 
Hood, Borough Councillor Ron Hetherington, Malcolm Cobb from the University from Nottingham, 2 
members of the public and the clerk. 
 
151/2020 – Resolution to receive apologies for absence  

• Apologies were received from Cllr McMullen-Kerr and County Cllr Brown. 

 
152/2020– Resolution to receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda  

• N/A 

 

153/2020 – Public Forum – 10 minutes  

• N/A 

 

154/2020 – Borough/County Councillor & Police reports 

• Cllr Hetherington reported that they are still looking at the issues with the caravans on the A6006 

and he is going to speak with colleagues at Rushcliffe Borough Council (RBC).  It was noted that 

they have been given an enforcement notice which expired on the 28th December.  Ongoing 

concerns about the burning of rubbish on site, they have been instructed to get a contractor to 

remove the rubbish.  The clerk confirmed that she had contacted planning and environmental health 

at RBC regarding the situation. 

• Cllr Hetherington reported that he has up to £1,000 for community grants for 2020.   

• Cllr Collings asked Cllr Hetherington about a surveyor in the village taking photos etc. has anyone at 

the RBC been made aware of an application for the site on Park Lane.  Cllr Hetherington 

commented that planning are looking at this. 

• The Chair commented that whilst we have had no Police report it has been noted that there have 

been at least 10 incidences in the village and that the parish council should write to the police.  Cllr 

Collings suggested that we add something to the website to encourage people to report any 

incidences. 

 
155/2020 – Presentation by the University of Nottingham regarding intake and logistics  

• The Chair welcomed Malcolm Cobb to the meeting who reported that the September cohort of 150 
students is now in place and that this is lower than last years first year.  He reported that the intention 
is keep class sizes down. 

• It was reported that the April cohort have now been recruited and they will all be accommodated on 
site.  A programme of activities has been created for the April cohort with the intention of trying to 
generate a welcome to the campus.  It was noted that the hopper bus will run a full timetable all year. 

• MC reported that there is now an Estate Master Plan, adding residences based on the future 
pressures of external provision.  There is also a traffic management plan so that the avenues become 
a pedestrian only access.  It was noted that there is an open event at the university and that any 
issues members of the public have, including parking, can be put forward.  There will be a new 
Estates Manager for the University and Sutton Bonington site is at the top of the list.   

• MC reported that everything is in place on campus to manage the two cohorts including new staff, a 
lecture room.  It was noted the April cohort will be 150 and that the total intake for the year has 
increased from 175 to 300.  It was noted that if the two intakes are a success then it might spread to 
other departments such as Bioscience.  It was noted that the university plan to make better use of the 
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campus over the next 12 months.   

• A councillor asked whether transport into Loughborough had been considered.  MC commented that it 
has never been looked at because of the limited number of students in Loughborough. 

• Cllr Bembridge asked about the timescales for the car parking and it was reported that whilst car 
parking is a priority there is no timescale at the moment but following the consultation this may 
change. 

 
156/2020 - Resolution to approve minutes of the meeting held on the 6th January 2020  
A copy of the minutes of the meeting held on the 6th January were circulated to councillors prior to the 
meeting.  Councillors agreed that they were a true record of the meeting.  A copy of the minutes will be 
uploaded onto the parish council website.   
 
157/2020 - Any matters arising from the minutes (not included on the agenda) – information only 

• The clerk reported that Richard Combellack has now submitted the community scheme application 
to BT, there are 63 participating addresses.  The next steps are that they will come out and survey 
the cost of taking fibre up to the poles on the streets were there us enough interest.  They will 
prepare a quote and then grant funding will need to be applied for. 

• The clerk reported that she is still waiting for the quote for the tree works by the kissing gate. 

• The clerk reported that Cllr McMullen-Kerr has arranged a meeting with the Headteacher at the 
school for the 11th February to discuss the dog foul poster competition. 

• The clerk reported that she will add the purchase of the lamp post poppies to the March agenda. 
 

158/2020 – Resolution to approve payments 

• The clerk submitted the submitted a schedule of payments to councillors prior to the meeting.  
Councillors agreed to the payment schedules.  These will now be paid by BACS transfer. 

 

Neil Toothill, January invoice £216.00 

HMRC, PAYE & NI £528.16 

Waterplus £50.26 

Helen Chadwick, clerks salary £668.46 

TOTAL £1,462.87 

 
159/2020 – To discuss the possible purchase/lease of land at Marle Pitt Hill and agree actions 

• The clerk reported that she had been made aware that the purchase price of the land was £72k plus 
stamp duty and legal costs.  The owner is currently looking at a price of £100k.  It has been suggested 
that we have the land valued but this is proving very difficult.  The owner has not agreed to the sale of 
the land and is in no rush to sell but will consider an offer. 

• Councillors discussed the proposal and agreed that we should contact him regarding a short term 
lease. An area of interest but what would we do with it. Taking the hay off rather than a lease. 
 

160/2020 – Review storage of sandbags and agree actions 

• The clerk reported that the tractor shed has now been cleared out and there are in the region of 50 
sandbags. Thanks to the cricket club were recorded for taking the time to clear the shed.   

• Councillors discussed the relocation and storage of the sandbags and agreed that we need to look at 
the current storage system and whether there would be a better or alternative location.  It was 
suggested that the clerk contact RBC to see if we can have any additional sandbags. 

• It was agreed that once we know whether we can have additional sandbags we would put an article in 
the village newsletter making people aware that sandbags are available. 
 

161/2020 - Planning Applications 
The clerk reminded councillors that all planning applications should be reviewed prior to the meeting and 
that comments would then be recorded at the meeting.  The clerk reminded councillors that Mr Jackson 
had kindly offered to support the parish council with future applications. 

a. Public Consultation – Sutton Bonington footbridge.  A copy of the consultation was circulated to 
councillors prior to the meeting.  Councillors discussed the consultation documentation we need 
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to ascertain whether the steps leading up to the path are part of the works.  It was agreed that 
we need to ensure that the footpath is put back at the same width to ensure 
wheelchair/pushchair access.  It was noted that the footpath is connected by a private drive and 
that this is not a public right of way as identified on the plans.  

 
162/2020 – To discuss work to dykes/ditches and quote received and agree actions 

• It was reported that NCC had provided funding in the past but this is now not available to the parish 
council.  It was suggested that the areas that need clearing need to prioritised and the work carried 
out over a two year period.   

• Councillors agreed that we need to try to source additional quotes for the work and that we need to 
ensure we have a better understanding of the work needed and any ongoing maintenance costs. 

• Cllr Wright suggested that we need photographic evidence of how the ditches and dykes look now so 
that these can be used for future reference.  He was asked whether he would be prepared to take the 
photos, but commented that he would not know what to look for. 

• The Chair suggested that the clerk contact Cllr Hetherington to see if he has an update on the 
proposed survey that was due to be carried out. 

• The Chair reported that notice has been given to the property owners on Landcroft Lane asking for 
their ditches to be cleared, these have still not be cleared and need to be reported to NCC. 

• Cllr Raven proposed that we accept the quote of £500 to clear the Gables Lea ditch, this was 
seconded by Cllr Betts and all councillors were in agreement. 
 

163/2020 – Working party & representative updates 
a. Playing Field working party meeting 

• Cllr Bembridge reported that he has met with an alternative mowing contractor and a quote 
has been provided for the mowing of the playing fields.   It was reported that the current 
contract is for 28 cuts at £2,440, the new quote is for 35 cuts with a gang mower for £2,385.  
Cllr Bembridge proposed that we accept the new quote and change contractor, this was 
seconded by Cllr Hood and all councillors were in agreement.  It was noted that the current 
provider will be given notice. 

• Cllr Bembridge reported that there is sufficient space at the pavilion for a disabled toilet and 
that once the new plans have been received we will start to source quotes.  Cllr Hood 
reported that the football club has been told that the alterations should be completed by the 
31st March 2020.  Councillors confirmed that this was not feasible and suggested that the 
football submit a copy of the plans and a proposal confirming that work is due to start.  

• Cllr Bembridge reported that a review of the duties for the ‘handyman’ have been reviewed 
and circulated a copy of the updated job description.  It was agreed that some of the new 
duties might be above the current pay grade for the role and that we will need to discuss this 
and to look at the responsibility of each user group to ensure that there is no   It was 
suggested that there should be a log book at the pavilion so that any issues can be recorded 
and reported to the clerk. 

b. VE Day 

• Cllr Harrod reported that the school have changed the date of their event and that this will 
bnow take place on the 4th May.  It was noted that there will be a fly past.  It was noted that 
any donations will be made to Help the Hero’s who are based at Stanford Hall.   

• Cllr Raven agreed to look at the lights for the Jubilee tree. 

• Cllr Burgess circulated a list to all councillors asking for any volunteers over the three day 
weekend. 

c. Biodiversity 

• Cllr Simpson reported that a meeting had taken place on the 14th January and that they had 
discussed the possible use of the land at Marle Pitt Hill and also possible grant funding.  A 
member of the working party is in the process of arranging for all parish buildings to be 
surveyed by infrared camera.  The university have offered to carry out an energy level survey 
of parish buildings.  It was reported that the school are going to look at the removal of plastic 
at their events. 

• Cllr Simpson suggested that we should take advice from the environment agency as to what 
can be done with regards to the management of the spinney and the meadows.  

• Cllr Simpson suggested that we look at the possibility of developing wildflower verges in in 
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the village.  It was suggested that we look at planting something on the verge by the hall.  
d. Flood Warden & ditches 

• The clerk reported that she has made contact with named contacts at all the agencies in 
question and was waiting for a response.   

e. Emergency Plan  

• The clerk reported that the updated plan has been submitted. 
 

164/2020 - Any other business on which the clerk and members wish to report on  

• The clerk asked whether there were any parish council issues that we wanted to include in the next 
edition of the village newsletter – it was suggested that when we know the situation with the 
sandbags this should be reported. 

• The clerk reported that the toxic water on Pasture Lane has been reported to Highways. 

• Cllr Raven reported about the changes to the air space at the airport and asked the clerk to look 
into it.  Cllr Bembridge reports that there has been a consultation exercise regarding the air space.  

• Cllr Bembridge asked possible funding opportunities for various projects, the clerk agreed to 
circulate details.  
 

165/2020 – Agree date & time of next meeting 

• Standing items 

• VE Day 

• Biodiversity  

• Planning applications 

• Purchase of lamp post poppies 
 

166/2020 – Date of next meeting 

• Monday 2nd March at 7.00 PM in the village hall. 
 

The Chair closed the meeting at 20:50 PM 


