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Sutton Bonington Parish Council  
 

 
Minutes of Sutton Bonington Parish Council meeting held on  

Monday 4th November 2019 at 7.30 PM at the Village Hall 
 
 

Present:  
Cllr Raven, Cllr Collings, Cllr Harrod, Cllr Wright, Cllr Simpson, Cllr Srivin, Cllr Burgess, Cllr Bembridge, 
Cllr Betts, Cllr McMullen-Kerr, Cllr Hood, County Councillor Andy Brown & Borough Councillor Ron 
Hetherington, 2 members of the public and the clerk. 
 
99/2019 – Resolution to receive apologies for absence  

• There were no apologies for absence. 

 
100/2019 – Resolution to receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda  

• Cllr Wright, Cllr Simpson, Cllr Burgess, Cllr Scrivin and Cllr Raven on planning applications. 

 

101/2019 – Public Forum – 10 minutes  

• A member of the public who lives on The Paddocks, raised a concern regarding the quiet lanes and 

whether they could be re-classified as quiet lanes and that there should not be a 60mph on them.  

The Chair reported that this is a matter for Highways and that we can write to them to ask whether 

the speed limit can be changed.  Councillors raised concerns about the speed of traffic on Hungary 

Lane. Cllr Brown reported that he will submit a request to have the speed limit reduced to 30mph.   

 

102/2019 - Resolution to approve minutes of the meeting held on the 7th October 2019  
A copy of the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th October were circulated to councillors prior to the 
meeting.  Councillors asked for an update on agreed that they were a true record of the meeting.  A copy 
of the minutes will be uploaded onto the parish council website.  Will be singed at the next meeting. 
 
103/2019 - Any matters arising from the minutes (not included on the agenda) – information only 

• The clerk reported that she had not received any details of the land for sale in the village. 
 

104/2019 – Resolution to approve payments 

• The clerk submitted the submitted a schedule of payments to councillors prior to the meeting.  
Councillors agreed to the payment schedules.  These will now be paid by BACS transfer. 

 

BACS Kent Services, playing fields £306.00 

BACS Kent Services, grounds maintenance £352.80 

BACS Neil Toothill, maintenance services £180.00 

BACS Robert H Moss, hedge cutting £198.00 

BACS Waterplus, water supply £270.12 

BACS Canopy Tree Services, tree work £990.00 

BACS Helen Chadwick, clerks salary £668.46 

BACS Helen Chadwick, clerks overtime & expenses £274.83 

TOTAL £4,309.57 
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105/2019 – Correspondence & reports 

• Cllr McMullen-Kerr commented that as councillors we are not very visible in the village, not 
everyone has access to the website, Facebook, and suggested that look at promoting the parish 
council.   

• Cllr McMullen-Kerr commented that after the recent issues with gaining access to the pavilion and 
storage shed that we need to create a list of what keys we have and who is a designated key 
holder. 

• The clerk reported that Cllr Brown and RBC had tried to contact her but they had not been able to 
and that the Chair had questioned why they had not been able to contact her.  The clerk confirmed 
that she has specific working days for the parish council, this does not mean that she does not take 
calls out of her working days but on a Wednesday she does have a prior commitment and does not 
have access to her telephone/emails.  It was suggested that all councillors should provide contact 
details that can be uploaded onto the website/noticeboards so that anyone can be contacted if the 
clerk is not available.   It was agreed that councillors would provide contact details and a short 
biography about themselves to the clerk who would add the details to the parish council website, 
noticeboard and include them in the village news.  

• Cllr Burgess commented that she has spoken with a resident of Charnwood Fields concerning the 
flood water.  Cllr Brown reported that in Gotham he has set up a flood committee and all the land 
owners have been served notice to clear their dykes.  Councillors agreed that we need to have a 
working group to look at the flood documentation that had previously been created.   
 

106/2019 – Borough Councillor & Police reports    

• A copy of the Police report will be circulated as soon as it is available. 

• Cllr Hetherington reported that David Banks of the Borough Council had been round the villages 
and reported that at Zouch there should be some fly tipping notices put up and that there is a 
contractor who collects all the rubbish.  It was noted that the Borough Council have agreed to 
replace the bin in Zouch with a bigger bin and it will be emptied on a regular basis.  It was reported 
that a notice to vacate the site on the A606 has been issued to the landlord and residents of the 
caravans.  Cllr Hetherington reported concerns with parking at the surgery and RBC will write to 
the clinical commission to see if there is funding available to alleviate the car parking.   

• Cllr Brown reported that NCC Highways have responded to the Landcroft Lane planning 
application, a 3 page report and detailed concerns about poor pedestrian connectivity, 
unsustainability, etc. and that they are unable to support the application. Cllr Brown reported that 
the drop kerb at Swan Court is due be completed by the end of the year.  Cllr Bembridge asked 
about the Rushcliffe Plan Part 2 and that the planning on there is for the Park Road development, 
Cllr Brown commented that the plan on Park Road is completely approved as being suitable for 
development but there has not been a planning application submitted.   
 

107/2019 - Planning Applications 
The clerk reminded councillors that all planning applications should be reviewed prior to the meeting and 
that comments would then be recorded at the meeting.  Cllr Collings proposed that it would be useful to 
have a planning working party group.  Cllr Raven commented that the would contact David Franklin about 
joining the group and supporting them with their discussions. 

a. 19/02281/RELDEM – application for relevant demolition of existing pedestrian gate and part of 
existing railings to allow for a new vehicular access off Pasture Lane.  A copy of the application 
was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  Councillors discussed the application and it was 
agreed that the concerns raised during the meeting will be forwarded to the planning department.   
 

b. 19/02308/FUL – single storey side and rear extension at 18 Pasture Lane.  A copy of the planning 
application was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that there was no 
objection to the application.    

 
c. 19/02315/FUL – creation of new vehicular access at 10 Landcroft Lane.  A copy of the planning 

application was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that the plans were not 
complete and not all buildings shown on the plan.  Councillors asked for clarification and there is 
concern that the development will go over a ditch that is not his responsibility.  What will happen to 
the old entrance and the drainage.  Kerb stones installed without permission.  It was suggested 
that we report the installation of the kerb stones.  Needs reporting to Highways.  
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108/2019 – Committee & representative update 
Allotment committee 

• The clerk reported that she had spoken with the allotment holder and he had asked that the eviction 
be reviewed because he has been unable to maintain the allotment due to health reasons.  It was 
agreed that members of the Allotment working party would meet and make a decision. 

 
Playing Field committee   

• Cllr Bembridge reported that the group had met and had were in the process of getting quotes and 
plans for the proposed works at the pavilion.  It was noted that the group had also met with other 
users of the pavilion to ensure that any plans would future proof the facilities and meet the needs 
of the users.  Once quotes and plans have been received then funding options will be looked at as 
well as the possibilities of the property being more environmentally friendly, etc.  The group noted 
that there are concerns about the condition the pavilion is being left in and that there is a need for a 
‘user agreement’ document to draft.   
 

Spinney & Meadows Nature Reserve update 

• Cllr Betts reported that there is no need for any work to be carried out but that the area is very 
boggy.  Cllr Simpson asked if there was a management plan for the area.  The Chair commented 
that RBC had prevented any further work being done.  It was suggested that we approach NCC 
wildlife and also ask the tree warden to have a look at the area and draft a proposal of works. 

 
109/2019 – Resolution to approve 2020/2021 budget and precept request 

• The clerk reported that the finance committee had met and reviewed the budget, a detailed copy of 
this was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Harrod proposed that the budget be 
accepted and that we submit a precept request of £28,500, Cllr Betts seconded this and all councillors 
were in agreement. 
 

110/2019 – Update on biodiversity/sustainability within the village and agree actions 

• Cllr McMullen-Kerr reported that a group of people that are going to be a working party and a 
suggestion to get them involved and take their advice, met with them and then come back to the 
meeting.   
 

111/2019 – To discuss VE Day celebrations and agree actions 

• Cllr Betts reported that he and Cllr Scrivin had spoken about a possible event.  Cllr Harrod reported 
that she would like to be involved and will arrange a meeting.   
 

112/2019 – To discuss the quiet lanes and agree actions 

• Councillors discussed the need to reduce the speed on the Hungary from 60mph to 30mph.  Cllr Andy 
Brown has suggested that he will speak with Highways about the process for this.  The clerk was 
reminded that the benches on the lane need attention, the clerk commented that this is on the 
schedule but it will have to take place when we have better weather.   

 
1113/2019 – To discuss the suggestion by the Canal & River Trust for a site visit so that the 
ecologist can discuss the future of the riverbank with the parish council 

• The clerk reported that she had been approached by a parishioner regarding the number of trees that 
were felled on the riverbank and whether the parish council were going to consider replacing them.  It 
was noted that a member of the Canal & River Trust had offered to meet councillors and carry out a 
site visit to discuss the future of the riverbank.  Cllr McMullen-Kerr and Cllr Simpson agreed that they 
would arrange to meet with the Trust and reported back at a future meeting. 

 
114/2019 - Any other business on which the clerk and members wish to report on – information 
only 

• The clerk was informed that there are various street lights in the village that are not working.  
These will be reported to Highways.   

• It was noted that the tap outside the pavilion is still dripping.  Cllr Raven reported that he would 
look at this.   

• Cllr Bembridge reported that the lamp post poppies are being up during the week. 
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• It was reported that the defibrillators need updating with webnos, the clerk will look into this. 

• Cllr Bembridge reported that the PTA had done an excellent job with the bonfire and that they had 
taken the best care possible of the recreation ground considering the weather conditions. 

• The clerk was asked to chase the Police report and circulate it to councillors when it was available. 

• Cllr Betts asked whether the parish council would be laying a wreath.  Cllr Raven reported that the 
parish council had not laid a wreath in the past but that this is something that we should consider in 
the future. 
 

115/2019 – Agree date & time of next meeting 

• Standing items 

• VE Day 

• 2020 meeting dates 

• Planning applications 

• Flood warden & ditches 

• Emergency plan 
 

116/2019 – Agree date & time of next meeting 

• Monday 2nd December 2019 commencing at 7.30 PM 
 
 
 

The Chair closed the meeting at 21:40 PM 
 

 
 

 


