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A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to All Our Readers! 
 

SALVATION ARMY CAROLS AT SB VILLAGE HALL The Salvation Army 

Band and Songsters will be at Sutton Bonington Village Hall for their much-loved 

Carol Concert on Friday 12th December at 7.30pm. Tickets are £5 – under 16s free - 

and available from Sutton Bonington Post Office or at the door on the night. All 

proceeds to the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. Hope you can make it! 

 

A CRY FOR HELP FROM THE SOAR VALLEY BUS! This time it’s for 

either Tuesday or Wednesday morning each week, Normanton to East Leake 

between 07.55 and 08.45. It’s all over before 09.00 so doesn’t interfere with your 

day. If you have a D1 category on your current driving licence, you’ll be able to 

drive a minibus which is as easy as your car - just a tad bigger! All training on 

the vehicle is completed in the village at no cost to you and your help would be 

invaluable. There is a driver rota but don’t worry about being tied down by a 

commitment. If you can’t drive on a particular day for any reason - however short 

the notice - you’ll always be able to obtain cover. If you have some spare time to 

give to this vital community service, please contact Jean Corliss (672778 or 

07815 733167) or Arnold Goodwin (674563 or 07768 273699). 

 

NORMANTON-on-SOAR VILLAGE BAR The following dates are for the 

Village Bar. It will open at 6.30pm and all are welcome to come down and eat or 

just have a drink and socialise! Friday 14th November – Feast of the East. A 

taste of the Mediterranean and Middle East. Friday 5th December – Chip Van 

and Bingo. Hope you can join us, more details on Facebook – Spotted – 

Normanton-on-Soar nearer the time.  
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NORMANTON-on-SOAR Christmas lights switch-on is on Friday 28th November 

at 6.30pm.  Please come along and join the Parish Council in lighting up the trees and 

singing a few carols. Refreshments will be provided and all donations will go to St 

James church. 

 

NORMANTON-on-SOAR CHAIN FERRY The chain ferry is now closed for 

autumn and winter. It has been a great year, aided by the warm, dry weather. 

Thank you to everyone who used the ferry – every passenger helps to keep the 

attraction running, thereby preserving this historic crossing which dates back 

over eight hundred years. A huge thanks also to the wonderful volunteers who 

gave up their time to transport the various ramblers, cyclists, dog-walkers, and 

thirsty pub-goers! If summer passed you by too quickly then don’t worry, the 

ferry will be back from the first weekend in April 2026. For more information 

and updates please go to Facebook, then follow Chain Ferry – Normanton on 

Soar, or use the Contact button if you are interested in volunteering next year. 

 

SUTTON BONINGTON MUSIC SOCIETY runs four ensembles on Sutton 

Bonington Campus; the S.B. Symphony Orchestra, S.B. Singers, S.B. Big Band 

and S.B. Folk Band. Our ensembles are un-auditioned and are open to students, 

staff and members of the local community. The repertoire for all ensembles 

includes a mix of classical music, film scores, musicals, pop tunes and various 

forms of jazz. We aim to accommodate all standards of playing and singing and 

are always looking for and warmly welcome all new members in our ensembles. 

We are particularly keen on getting the community involved so why not try 

something different this year and give one of the groups a go? Please contact 

Christina Kardasz (svyck8@nottingham.ac.uk) for more details. Rehearsal times 

are as follows:- 

 

Choir : Wednesday 6:30-8:00 : Committee Room 

Folk Band : Tuesday 6:30-7:30 : Music Room 

Big Band : Thursday 6:00-8:00 : Music Room 

Orchestra : Sunday 5:00-7:00 : The Barn 

AND IF YOU FANCY THE IDEA OF CONDUCTING…the Society is 

seeking a conductor for the orchestra. This is a great opportunity to develop your 

skill with the chance to be mentored by the current talented conductor. Please 

contact Christina Kardasz (svyck8@nottingham.ac.uk) if you want to follow it 

up!  

mailto:svyck8@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:svyck8@nottingham.ac.uk
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SUTTON BONINGTON LIBRARY  Whether your culinary skills are more first-

rate or First Aid, you are sure to find something that appeals in our cookery section, 

with many of the books being brand new to Sutton Bonington Library. If cooking is 

not your thing, you may find something intriguing among our biographies, travel 

writing, true crime or craft books. Can't find exactly what you're looking for? No 

problem—it’s easy to reserve any book from other Nottinghamshire libraries and have 

it delivered here for only 30p each. Whether you're seeking inspiration in the kitchen 

or more information on a new hobby, we look forward to seeing you at the library 

soon.  Opening hours are Tuesday and Thursday 1.00 to 5.00pm. 

ST JAMES, NORMANTON-on-SOAR Many thanks to all who supported the St 

James Church Fête this year – helping to run the stalls, donating goods for the stalls 

including the tombola and raffle, serving the Pimms, serving the teas, coffees and 

cakes, being one of our sponsors or simply by turning up! A lot of people do a lot of 

planning before the fête but one thing we can’t plan is the weather and we are always 

grateful when it’s fine! It’s good to report that we made a profit of £3300 on the day. 

 

AFTERNOON TEA Do come along to the Methodist Church for Afternoon Tea 

on Thursday 20th November from 2.30pm. We serve  home-made sandwiches and 

cakes and you can enjoy a good chat. Our Christmas Afternoon Tea is on Thursday 

18th December for sandwiches, mince pies and Christmas cake. You can also join in 

with some well-known Christmas Carols and songs. Everyone welcome.  

 

SOAR VALLEY U3A’s next General Meeting will be at 2.00pm on Tuesday 25th  

November in Normanton-on-Soar Village Hall. The guest speaker will be Neil 

Hanson with a talk entitled  The Myths of Time.  Soar Valley u3a provides relaxed 

learning and leisure activities for retired people in your area. For more information, 

phone Membership Secretary Derek Hollis on 07807 602522 or visit our website by 

searching 'Soar Valley U3A' 

ST JAMES CHURCH, NORMANTON-on-SOAR – REMEMBRANCE 

SUNDAY – 9th Nov 10:45am Please put this date in your diary as there will be 

no 9:30am service that day. Instead, a Remembrance Sunday service will be led 

by The Rev. Canon Michael Knight and wreaths will be laid by a member of our 

church and on behalf of Normanton on Soar Parish Council. Glenn Martin has 

again kindly agreed to read the Roll and Act of Homage. 

 



4 

 

 

  



5 

 

ANNUAL BONFIRE and FIREWORKS EXTRAVAGANZA to raise funds 

for Sutton Bonington Primary School PTA is back! 

When? Saturday 8th November 

Where? Sutton Bonington Playing Fields 

Time?  Gates open 5.00pm 

  Bonfire lit 6.15pm: 

Fireworks between 6.45-7.00pm 

How much? Adults £8 : Children £5  

 Pre-schoolers free (but require a ticket!) 

Tickets : only available online and in advance. Purchase via: 

www.pta-events.co.uk/sutton-bonington 

Come along and enjoy the fireworks which are set to music and co-ordinated by 

our friends at Fuse. New this year is a display by Stealth Martial Arts Academy 

from Hathern. There will also be a chance to push the detonator! Raffle tickets 

are £1 each and sales end on Friday 7th November. 

Hot and cold drinks, refreshments, games and live music! Enjoy the spectacle 

while helping raise funds for the school. Wood for the bonfire can be dropped off 

on Saturday 8 November between 10.00am and 12 noon. Sorry but we are unable 

to collect. 

The event can only be run thanks to an amazing team of volunteers. If you can 

lend a hand, please sign up using the link above or send us a message via our 

Facebook page – Sutton Bonington Primary School PTA. Thanks very much. 

SUTTON BONINGTON PLAYSCHEME : 2026 IS OUR 60TH 

ANNIVERSARY! 

Many people like to fit their holidays around playscheme, so here are next year’s 

dates for your diary. 

27th JULY TO 7th AUGUST  

In 2025, the scheme had yet another successful year with good numbers of 

children attending.  As usual, there has been plenty of great feedback from 

parents and carers, as well as children, to confirm what an excellent provision the 

scheme is and we would like to thank all those involved who make that possible. 

The scrapbook will soon be available to be enjoyed in the library in Sutton 

Bonington. 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/sutton-bonington
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NORMANTON-on-SOAR MEN’S ASSOCIATION On Wednesday 26th   

November we will be playing long-alley skittles at The Wheatsheaf, Thurcaston. 

For more details please contact Neil Blythe (843825). On Saturday 13th  

December we will be hosting our Christmas Party, a joint event with the Soar 

Valley Boat Club in their clubhouse, and open to friends and partners. Details 

have yet to be finalised so look out for announcements on Facebook and in The 

Loughborough Echo. 

 

NORMANTON-on-SOAR WOMEN’S INSTITUTE meets on the first 

Tuesday of each month in Normanton-on-Soar Village Hall at 7:30pm. A friendly 

group who have many events including ladies’ lunch, walking group, visits and 

chances to join like-minded ladies for fun. For more details, please contact Sue 

James (07960 526114). 

 

YOUR COMMUNITY SHOP  -  SUTTON BONINGTON  

 

Thank You for joining us at the Annual Members' Meeting! A big thank you to 

everyone who came to the Annual Members' Meeting on October 6th. Your presence 

and feedback truly make a difference to Your Community Shop and Post Office. We’d 

also like to extend our sincere gratitude to Carey Evans, our Company & Membership 

Secretary, for her exceptional service and commitment.  

Shareholder Shopping and Social Event. We’re thrilled to celebrate the success of our 

October event. It was wonderful to see so much community spirit and the event 

provided a fantastic boost to our pre-Christmas sales. A heartfelt thank you goes out 

to everyone who attended and helped make it such an enjoyable occasion. 

Santa Post Box. Good news for all! A dedicated Santa Post Box will be available right 

here in Your Community Shop and Post Office from December. Whether you're 

young or young at heart, you can post your letters to Santa and we'll make sure they 

get straight to the North Pole. So, start writing those wish lists, we can't wait to receive 

your festive letters. 

Christmas Stock: Gifts That Show You Care. Looking for a unique and special gift for 

your loved ones this Christmas? Look no further than Your Community Shop. We’ve 

handpicked a wonderful range of bespoke gifts that are sure to delight. Whether you 

need a thoughtful stocking filler or a truly one-of-a-kind present, you’ll find it here. 

Every purchase you make helps sustain our community shop and Post Office and 

allows us to continue to thrive. This Christmas, keep the spirit of the season alive and 

support our local community by choosing to shop with us. 



7 

 

  



8 

 

ST MICHAEL’s and  ST ANNE’s 

 

Church Garden Fete Many thanks to all who took part and to those who came 

and spent We made a record amount of £3020 which will be a great help with our 

general church expenses. 

 

Memorial Service will be held at 4.30pm on Sunday 2nd November (All Souls’ 

Day) at St Anne’s church. Family and Friends are invited to light a candle in 

memory of a loved one, whether recently departed or some time ago. If you would 

like to come, please let Beth Clarke know the name of the person you would like 

to be remembered (672110 or frankandbeth91@gmail.com). There will be no 

morning service on this Sunday. 

 

Remembrance Service  A United Service will be held on Sunday 9th November 

at 10.45am in St Michael’s church. If they are available, poppy petals will be 

scattered from the tower at the end of the service and the collection will be 

divided between The Royal British Legion and Combat Stress. 

 

Winter Church From Sunday 16th November, morning services will move from 

St Michael’s to St Anne’s to save heating costs. 

 

Christingle This service, held in aid of The Children’s Society, will be on Sunday 

7th December in St Michael’s church at 4.00pm. The Christingles, which are 

oranges holding candles and decorated with red ribbon, dried fruit and sweets, 

will be made in St Michael’s in the morning from 10.00am and everyone is most 

welcome to come and help. In the days before the service children are given 

candle-shaped tubes or envelopes in which to collect money from family and 

friends for the Children’s Society. These will be available from Beth Clarke, the 

uniformed organisations or from St Michael’s or St Anne’s churches. 

 

Nine Lessons And Carols By Candlelight will be held at St Michael’s church at 

6.30pm on Sunday 21st December. 

 

  

mailto:frankandbeth91@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN ST ANNE’S CHURCH 

 

Christmas Eve Blessing the Crib 4.00pm and Midnight Communion 11.30pm. 

Christmas Day Family Service 11.00 am. 

 

Holy Innocents’ Day On Sunday 28th December, we remember the children who 

were killed by King Herod in an attempt to destroy the baby Jesus and we also 

remember children and babies who have died or been miscarried. There will be a 

celebration of Holy Communion at 11.00am in St Anne’s church and candles will 

be available for the rest of the day for people to light in memory of loved ones. 

 

Book Reminder There is a table of books in St Michael’s Church which is open 

every day. Donations can be put in the wall box at the side of the main door. 
 

LUNCH CLUB The dates for our friendly lunch club are 13th November and 11th 

December. We meet in Sutton Bonington Village Hall on the second Thursday 

of each month and all seniors from Sutton Bonington, Normanton on Soar and 

the surrounding villages are very welcome. Lunch begins at noon, with tea or 

coffee served from 11:30am. The cost is £5 for two courses. Please pass the 

information on to any seniors and ring Sue James (07960 526114) with any 

questions. 

 

POP IN FOR COFFEE at the Methodist Church every Monday between 9.30am 

and 12 noon. Join us for toast, teacakes, coffee, tea or hot chocolate.  Pop in for ten 

minutes or stay all morning. Everyone welcome. Bring a friend along! 

ST JAMES CHURCH, NORMANTON-on-SOAR This is the time of year 

when we seek nominations for Charity of the Year for the following year. In 

2025, we have been supporting Stroke Research at the University of Nottingham. 

We like to support local charities so if you would like to nominate one for 2026, 

please e-mail Brian Archbold brian.archbold2@outlook.com. 

 

KURLING is back! Come along for another fun evening at Normanton Village 

Hall on Friday 7th November, 7.00pm for a 7:30pm start. No experience 

necessary. Families welcome. Price £12 to include a fish and chip supper. Tickets 

will be available from the community shop in Normanton- on-Soar from Monday 

20th October. For further information please contact Neil Blythe (843825). 
  

mailto:brian.archbold2@outlook.com
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR RESIDENTS OF THE CARPENTER’S ARMS, 

LOUGHBOROUGH  Throughout the year, St James church, Normanton-on-

Soar, collects groceries etc. and delivers them on a regular basis to The 

Carpenter’s Arms, a residential addiction recovery centre based in Wharncliffe 

Road, Loughborough. They are extremely grateful for this on-going support and 

always thank John Simpson when he makes deliveries on our behalf. Our harvest 

gifts also go to The Carpenter’s Arms. 

 

For a few years, we have been taking small Christmas bags for each of the 

residents so that they each can have something to open on Christmas morning. 

We need to leave the bags open so that they can be checked by a member of staff 

– for example, some aftershave lotions do contain alcohol and these aren’t 

allowed. If you would like to fill one or more of these bags with gifts totalling up 

to £20 per bag, please have a word with Brian or Sue Archbold – the contents can 

be things like socks, soap, chocolate, biscuits etc. The contents are all going to 

be different but, whatever is in the bags, they are greatly appreciated by the 

residents. 
 

AT ST JAMES CHURCH, Normanton-on-Soar, we have regular Quiet Times, 

which are Taizé-style services. Details of the upcoming ones are on our notice 

boards and in our InTouch weekly e-mail newsletter. If you want to be on the 

mailing list for information, please e-mail Sue Archbold 

(sue.archbold@outlook.com). You will be sent both the readings and the prayers 

so you can join our growing group at home if you can’t get to the church. We 

now have people who join us from across the country. 

On Tuesdays 28th October and 25th November, both at the earlier time of 6.00pm, 

we will be holding our popular Taizé-style services. Do come and join us for 

some quiet time and sing some of the lovely Taizé songs. 

We also still receive and disseminate information about Julian Meetings. You 

can find more information about these on the website - thejulianmeetings.net - or 

by e-mailing Sue Archbold (sue.archbold@outlook.com). 

St James is also part of the Small Pilgrim Places group and you can find more 

information about them at www.smallpilgrimplaces.org. These are special places 

to find peace and stillness especially in challenging times. You may want to visit 

others on your travels! And St James is open every day from 10.00am to 4.00pm 

for those seeking peace and stillness, to light a candle, listen to the quiet music 

or just sit. 

 

http://www.smallpilgrimplaces.org/
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SUTTON BONINGTON VILLAGE SHOW  and its preceding Show Dance 

were held successfully over the first weekend in September. The Friday night 

dance was a sell-out and attendance at the Show on Sunday was also up on last 

year’s numbers, with entries to the competitive classes in the Horticultural Tent 

being the highest ever recorded. Although final figures are not yet available it is 

anticipated that, once again, there will be significant surplus funds to donate to 

local and regional charities. Thanks to everyone who participated in this 

important community event and to everyone who attended. And if you feel you 

can contribute in any way to next year’s show, which will be held on Sunday 6th 

September, please get in touch on info@suttonboningtonshow.co.uk. 

CHRISTMAS AT ST JAMES’ CHURCH, NORMANTON-on-SOAR 

 

Saturday 6th December at 7.00pm. Candlelit Christmas Concert. A number of 

people contacted us last year to say that they were disappointed with the decision 

not to go on with our annual concert fully understood the reasons why. Following 

the popular concert by Loughborough Concert Band last June, we have invited 

them to hold a Christmas Concert in St James church with festive refreshments! 

Please put the date in your diary! 

Sunday 14th December at 4.00pm. Village and Soar Boating Club Carol Service, 

led by The Rev. Canon Michael Knight and followed by seasonal refreshments 

at the Boat Club. The Mayor of Rushcliffe will be there and, towards the end of 

the service, we will present a cheque to our Charity of the Year, Stroke Research 

at the University of Nottingham. There will be the usual service of Holy 

Communion at 9:30am led by The Rev. Canon Michael Knight. 

Tuesday 16th December at 6.00pm. A quiet service in preparation for Christmas. 

Following the success of our August Evening Prayer services with music and 

poetry and prayers, we will be holding a similar style of service. Half an hour of 

peace and reflection on (almost) the shortest day of the year. 

Wednesday 24th December at 4.00pm. “Christmas Eve at St James,” led by Jan 

Bonser. 

Thursday 25th December at 9:30am. Christmas Day service of Holy 

Communion led by Rev. Simon Richardson. 

Sunday 28th December at 9:30am. A service of Holy Communion led by Rev. 

Simon Richardson. 

Sunday 4th January at 9:30am. A service of Morning Prayer to celebrate 

Epiphany led by Sue Waterston. 
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SUTTON BONINGTON  BAPTIST CHURCH  www.sbbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 

Sunday Services (10.30am). Our aim is to help people establish and grow in 

a relationship with God and practically apply their faith in everyday life. 

Refreshments are served after the service. Groups for babies, children and young 

people take place alongside our morning service on Sunday. 

Rock Solid youth club is for school years 7-11 and meets on Tuesdays between 

7.30pm and 8.45pm during term time. If you would like to join any of the 

sessions, you will be most welcome. You don’t need to have been a member for 

the whole of the term – just turn up and enjoy! 

 

Other regular events include 

 

  Coffee Break (alternate Wednesdays at 10.30am) 

  Little Seeds Baby and Toddler Music Group (most Thursdays at 10.00am) 

  Home Groups (usually alternate Wednesdays and Thursdays) 

  Student Life Group (Sunday evenings) 

  International Students’ Bible Study (Wednesday evenings) 

  Monthly meeting of our daytime Men’s group (social activities for retired 

men). 

 

Christmas Events 

 

December 8th at 7.00pm  ‘Sing Christmas’ SB style. A chance to enjoy the warm 

hospitality of the Anchor Inn and sing your favourite carols (requests welcome). 

An event supported by Sutton Bonington Churches Together. 

December 13th at 6pm: International Student’s Christmas Party – a cross-cultural 

celebration. 

December 14th at 4.00pm: Carols and Crafts. An event for the whole family 

singing some simple carols along with activities, crafts and storytelling. Led by 

Helen Ison. 

December 17th at 10.30am: Coffee Break Carols with festive treats. 

December 21st at 6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight, a traditional service of 

Christmas readings alongside your favourite carols and also featuring local 

artwork. 

December 25th at 10.30am: Christmas Day All-Age Service with activities for 

younger members of  the congregation that will help us all discover the good 

news of great joy. 

 

 

http://www.sbbaptistchurch.org.uk/
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SUTTON BONINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Kirkhill Bridge and Traffic Management 

The Parish Council continues to work actively to represent the interests of 

Sutton Bonington residents in response to the significant disruption caused by 

Network Rail’s decision to remove Kirkhill Bridge. Councillors have held 

multiple meetings with representatives from Rushcliffe Borough Council, 

Nottinghamshire County Council, VIA East Midlands, Network Rail, our local 

MP, and members of the public to address concerns. 

Concrete blocks have been installed on Hungary Lane and Landcroft Lane to 

prevent these quiet rural routes being used as short-cuts. Additional diversion 

signs have been placed along the A60, A6, A453 and at the junction of the 

A6/A6006 in Hathern. These measures appear to be working effectively 

outside of peak travel times. 

There is regular liaison with Network Rail in respect of traffic safety and 

incident reporting. If you observe any traffic-related issues, please report them 

to the parish clerk - clerk@suttonboningtonparishcouncil.org.uk – who will 

forward them to Network Rail. Further traffic-calming measures are currently 

under consideration - please watch this space for updates. 

 

Speed Watch and Road Safety 

Thank you to all the new volunteers who have completed training in the use of 

speed monitoring equipment. The Community Speed Watch team will soon be 

deployed at key locations within the village to encourage safer driving speeds. 

In addition, discussions continue with Sutton Bonington School in respect of 

potential safety improvements during school pick-up and drop-off times. 

 

Zouch Bridge and Flooding 

A full report from the January meeting with the Environment Agency, Severn 

Trent Water, Nottinghamshire County Council and Councillor Matt Barney is 

now available on the Parish Council website. Further meetings have been held 

with the Zouch Bridge construction team and council representatives to 

address concerns over increased flood risk due to the retention of old road 

surfaces and hardcore materials on site. Follow-up discussions with both 

Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire County Councils are continuing 

 
  

mailto:clerk@suttonboningtonparishcouncil.org.uk
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SUTTON BONINGTON PARISH COUNCIL (continued) 

 

Biodiversity and Community Involvement 

The Parish Council extends its thanks to the Biodiversity Group, Wilder 

International, University students, a local business, and volunteers - a total of 

seventy-nine participants across three sessions - who recently removed eight 

bags of tree guards from Diamond Woods. Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Regular volunteer sessions take place on the first Saturday of each month and 

details are displayed on the village noticeboard.  

The Community Orchard has also been cleared of overgrown brambles and is 

now open for all residents to enjoy. Please feel free to pick the apples — there 

is an abundant supply this season! 

 

SUTTON BONINGTON BABY AND TODDLER GROUP runs every 

Friday between 9.45am and 11.45am at the Baptist Church rooms on Main 

Street during term time (next to the Post Office). It’s a lovely stay-and-play 

group run by our local Playgroup for ‘bumps’ to five-year-olds, for parents, 

grandparents and carers. It’s a great opportunity to meet others with young 

children. Refreshments are supplied for both carers and children. Cost is £3 per 

child and £1 per sibling and everyone is welcome to just drop in. For more 

information you can contact Sarah on 07977 545702 or check-out our toddler 

section on our website at www.suttonboningtonplaygroup.org. We look 

forward to meeting you!’ 

And we’ll be holding a Cheese and Wine night at The Anchor Inn on Saturday 

22nd November from 8.00pm. All are welcome to join us to help this local 

charity raise some funds while having a lovely night out. Tickets are £35 for 

two people (includes a bottle of wine and a cheeseboard for two) and are 

available by e-mailing info@suttonboningtonplaygroup.org. Please do come 

and support us if you can! 

 

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 

Sutton Bonington Methodist Church : £30 

Friends of Normanton Primary School : £30 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE please to Arnold Goodwin 

(674563), Christine Elliott (844045) or Penny Shuttleworth (07588 395508) by 

Monday 1st December. This will cover events for the months of January and 

February 2026. Our e-mail address is suttonboningtonvillagenews@gmail.com 

 

mailto:suttonboningtonvillagenews@gmail.com
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